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FROM AUSTRALIA TO UGANDA, WE REVEAL THE
WORLD'S MOST EXCITING HOTEL OPENINGS. THE
RESULT IS A LIST OF WINNERS AND RUNNERS-UP
THAT'S AS VARIED AS IT IS UNPARALLELED

— WHETHER YOU WANT TO EAT THE FRESHEST
PRODUCE AT AN UPSCALE FARM STAY, FIND
DESIGNER DIGS IN THE CITY OR TUNE OUT
ON A JUNGLE RETREAT IN THE MOUNTAINS




THE WINNERS

Revamped Hotel Romantic Bolthole
W Prague, Czech Republic Palacete Severo, Portugal

Wellness Haven Designer Den
Anantara Ubud Bali Resort  Hotel Humano, Mexico

Remote Escape Clever Conversion

Hotel Le Dune Piscinas, Italy ~ Stockholm Stadshotell,
Sweden

Food Hero

Fowlescombe Farm, England  Eco Retreat
Populus Denver, US

Budget Break
Elysée Montmartre One-of-a-kind
Hotel, France Kibale Lodge, Uganda

THE JUDGING PANEL
OF TRAVEL WRITERS
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g AMANDA CANNING JUSTIN MENEGUZZI

o DUNCAN CRAIG DANIEL STABLES

g ZOEY GOTO JONATHAN THOMPSON
= ELLEN HIMELFARB KERRY WALKER
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REMOTE
ESCAPE

Head to the wilds and away from the crowds for
three hotels that are certainly worth the journey

Hotel Le Dune Piscinas

Italy

Shaped by wind and waves, the sand
dunes rippling along Sardinia’s Costa Verde
are among Europe’s tallest, towering up to
nearly 200ft. It's a scene ripe for an escape
act. And Le Duneis a five-star fantasy escape
— out on its desert-like lonesome between the
ochre sands, turquoise-blue sea and fragrant
maechia (shrubland) of Sardinia’s southwest
coast. Here, luxury is having the space and
silence to tune into nature’s thythms — the
fiery sunsets, the starriest of night skies.

Architects Antonio Gardoniand Luca Platto

have revived the bones of a19th-century
mining warehouse, restoring flagstone floors,
stone walls and heavy cak beams. Local
artisans transformed 28 light-drenched
rooms and suites into an ode to the island,
blending minimalist design with Orosei
marble, traditional Sardinian motifs, bespoke
fabrics and a palette of calming colours
echoing the coastal surrounds. Throw in
beachfront dinners of boat-fresh seafood, a
‘silent” open-air cinemaand activities such
as private yoga lessons on the beach and
Sardinian wine-tasting, and this is one very
special retreat indeed. From €272 (£236), B&B.
ledunepiscinas.com Kw

Runners-up

HEYSCAPE DENMARK, AUSTRALIA

Distant waves crashing on granite rocks and
wind rustling through karri trees lull guests
to sleep at Heyscape Denmark, a collection of
three off-grid cabins scattered over the hills of
a regenerative cattle farm. Located five hours
south of Perth, and bordered by William Bay
National Park, this is a place to escape the
world, wandering along forest trails to take a
dip in quiet coves or opting fora soakin the
outdoor bathtub. From A$520 (£253), breakfast
hamper included. heyscape.com.au JM

VOAARA, MADAGASCAR

Voaara, a remote island off a remote island,

is a place that’s far from neighbours but close
to nature, accessed by boat or 4WD transfer
from the tiny airport on Sainte Marie. The
legwork pays off the moment guests drop their
bags at one of the seven beachfront bungalows
or sprawling villa overlooking the Indian
Ocean. Activities range from PADI divesto
jungle hikes, or simply soaking up the tropical
island vibes from a hammock, castaway-style.
From €1,195 (£1,036). voaara.com Z6



