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Le Dune Piscinas, Sardinia

A slow-burn beach hotel

dini's wid Costa Verde coast

Allitings e bing

Why go?

the jet-set encla the late Aga Kha But
despite new hotels by Belmond and Roceo Forte on the horizon,there's more to the island
than superyachts and high glamour. s south-west coast the Costa Verde, is oneof
Europe's last wildernesses,ripe or discovery - a minia

the mistral. Tt perfect base for

Tyrrhenian Sea, ther " jand cuisine

spatreatments and poolside cocktails.

Set the scene

DH Lawrence wrote s
the 19205 -a place of wind-shaped sand and erooked juniper trecs. From Cagliar, the main
road twistsand turns around mountains and valleys and hillide villages and peters out
into red-earth tracks and a landscape with allthe dreamy susrealism of Pars, Texas.

On the beach in front of the hotcl a gate with stone pllars but no wall stands alone, asif put
upby Canute for the sea o knock at and ask

belet s upin the dunes, rust-red railway
carts lie amid the long grass. They re remnants from the island’s industrial age, when lead
and silver were mined nearby and this building was a warehouse for sea traders. Now

on the piazza for

sundowners - the building has been transformed, and now resembles  beachside

farmhouse, topped by rippl butits sense of place =R

1id out by the outdoor cinema atch of the day.

A stone tunnel ance used by mine carls now leads to the spa and swimming pool.lt by

LED flames that licker as you walk past, one ofsever
for the hotel.

intriguing art works commissioned

The backstory

s the sortof narrative that would suit a Graham Greene novel, or a ilm by John Huston:a

aghost
town:a warchouse on herited by an ltal

sakes t is vila home. He sitintoa hotel,

‘mining park i given UNESCO World Heritage status. Fast forwarda few years and its new

owners, anart- £ talian couple - driven by

hoteliers - transform it into Le Dune Piscinas, with 29 rooms and suites, couple of

pool,libra al heritage ha 2

preserved, and the public spaces actas galleries for the couple’s art collection, as well as
specially commissioned picces - a stone figure lies in a water feature, while the lobby is
dominated by a larg - thewalls

of fericho, perhaps - but actually shows the ghostly ruins of Ingurtosu village, which can
be reached by foot, caror bike.

The rooms

s a but better, with balconies
. 8 pool and & i

Theyre simply furnished. white rafters, dainty

and pops of colour from abstract artworks the junior suites have day rooms and dining
tables for those who want room service (our arrival, i the evening, was greeted with plates

a-and-to Every morning I roseand

Tooked throug] stone window

dunes and beach. higher up. b

an enviable collection of contemporary art and design.
Food and drink

Tthink the crispy ros

mary flatbreads served at every meal have become my Proustian
‘madeleines. Difficult tosmell the seent of rosemary now without being transported back to
atable here,looking over the sands and the sea, and crunching on the poppadom-style
breads that arrive along with a thicket of bread sticks a foot long. You come for lunch with

inthe form of a tuna tartare.

or burrata, another glass of minerallylocal Vermentino, a pate of squid-ink ravioli or
seafood risotto.
The chef and their team can be seen behind an aquarium-like window - each season, the
a fora residency a offwithan
menu.T) » inasericsof

‘miniature foodie landscapes - our menu included a classic cacio e pepe, the pasta tresses
flavoured with rase buds, and a scallop in  coat of mango and passion fruit foam,sitting
ass display case with its shell below: The bar s a sprawling, clubby space withan

- o which the menu
ranges from classic Negronis o local Ichnus beer

The service

We'rein ltly - soimpeceable and relaxed. Many of the staff are from the island; others
from the mainland.

Thearea
Walk ach and look over to your right, facing the sea. There'sa mountain
v hat,though I
a capped with s and broom, are
protected. Tt arby,

atthe two small beach-bar shacks further down the beach, but oher than that thisis a

gloriously quiet coastline. bus, where be

for bone-ra

and pa
This part hard-scrabble

scrubland with clumps of cork trees, yew and oak,and i's perfect terrain for adventurous
trail eyelists, resembling a natural assault course with s dried river beds and slip-sldey

‘mountain paths (the hotel has SUP boards but a flct of its own ¢-bikes would be useful).
Who comes here?

During my stay, ltalian couples of various ages enjoying the late-scason beach weather,

a a fora month, whosent me
photos. ered. It would suit a

(whoare happy to pla golfa o

would love the quad biking and cycling).

Eco-effort

The hotel has work e onthe
estate. On the cco fron, it plastic-fre. has a self managed water eycle and uses energy-

Accessibility

Classic rooms can be adapted for Disabled guests, while there are rooms on the ground

floor with nosteps o obstacles.
Anything else to mention?

The spa isa small butlovely space with ts own courtyard, with tall wicker chairs in

a through. Ti &
and facials but thess hereis the Giada, who

tuwirls her towels, wafting rosemary-scented hot air, o the sound of Shirley Bassey




