
WORD OF MOUTH

FOR CREATIVES SARDINIA 

BLUE ZONES
IF PARIS IS TOO HECTIC, THESE COASTAL SPOTS ARE HAVING A SUMMER MOMENT TOO

“We literally bought a pile of rocks�” So says Milanese artist Ivano Atzori of finding an abandoned hamlet in southwest Sardinia in ���� as a base for 
Pretziada� the creative practice he runs with his Californian partner Kyre Chenven� But Pretziada – which explores the heritage of Sardinia through 
objects� words and photography – has expanded� driven� in part� by former gra�ti artist Atzori’s childhood memories of the island� Rechristening 
the hamlet Luxi Bia� with a mission to create a hub for “contemporary ruralism”� last year the pair opened La Residenza� with its thick stone walls 

and caned ceilings� partly as a space for collaborating designers� Now they have added the two-bedroom Casa Corte� with Casa Cubo coming this 
winter� Each guest house mixes furniture from the Pretziada collection – Accanta cork bedside tables� chestnut wood Nannai dining chairs – 

with�local antiques and pieces from other Italian design houses� “It’s somewhere to really live the territory through objects�” says Chenven� 
Fresh�Sardinian design is weaving its way into other new stays too� On the wild southwest coast� hunkered among some of Europe’s highest sand 

dunes� the ��-room Le Dune Piscinas is emerging from a three-year renovation� with hand-woven fabrics by Mariantonia Urru� whose workshop is 
inland� and sculptural wrought iron branches made by local blacksmith Francesca Frau� Even on the ritzy Costa Smeralda in the northeast� local 

artistry is key to Belmond’s reopening of the much-loved Romazzino� renovated by Milanese studio Palomba Serafini Associati� working with 
Sardinian atelier BAM Design� where brothers Andrea and Vittorio Bruno recast their family’s metalworking tradition into striking furniture and 

objects� As�Chenven puts it� “You don’t have to give up on thoughtfulness and tradition to create something modern and beautiful�” FIONA KERR

American Bar I Gechi at Le Dune Piscinas
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